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A RESOLUTION BY THE GREATER FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE (GFCC) SUPPORTING DIVISION OF AGRICULTURE
GENERAL FUNDING

WHEREAS, the development of agriculture as an industry throughout Alaska is
encouraged by long-term low-interest loans from the Agricultural Revolving Loan Fund
(ARLF) administered by the Alaska Board of Agriculture and Conservation; and

WHEREAS, the development of agricultural resources is an integral element in the
diversification of Alaska’s economic base; and

WHEREAS, the Fund services the entire Alaskan agricultural industry and is currently
one of the best performing loan funds operated by the state; and

WHEREAS, the Fund was created as a revolving loan fund for agriculture and has
received no general fund appropriations since 1986; and

WHEREAS, non-ARLF general fund expenditures have been drawn inappropriately
from the Fund since 1989 in excess of $12,000,000.00; and

WHEREAS, these continued draws for operational expenses of the Division of
Agriculture, Alaska Department of Natural Resources, including the Plant Materials
Center, Mt. McKinley Meat & Sausage, Alaska Grown Marketing Program, and the
Board of Agriculture and Conservation will deplete the fund within the next three years,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of
Commerce supports the Fund’s continued existence and urges that funding
responsibilities for non-ARLF Division of Agriculture operations be returned to general
fund appropriation.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be distributed to:

Office of the Governor, State of Alaska

President, Alaska State Senate

Speaker, Alaska House of Representatives

Interior Delegation of the Alaska Legislature
Commissioner, Alaska Department of Natural Resources

PASSED in Fairbanks, Alaska this 5" day of February by the Greater Fairbanks
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.
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Board Chair President & C
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